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A Research-Based Analysis of Numbered-Object Raffles for
Nonprofit Organizations
Ball drop and duck race raffles represent a unique category of fundraising formats known as
numbered-object raffles.

Unlike traditional ticket-only raffles, these fundraisers link each ticket to a physical or visual object —
such as a ball, golf ball, or rubber duck — that participates in a public race or drop event.

This research analysis explains how ball drop and duck race fundraisers function, why they are
effective for community engagement, and what structural requirements are necessary for accurate
and transparent execution.

Definition: What Is a Ball Drop Raffle?
A ball drop raffle is a fundraising event in which participants purchase numbered tickets that
correspond to individually numbered balls.

At a designated time, the balls are dropped simultaneously from a height — often using ladders, fire
trucks, cranes, or elevated platforms — onto a target area.

The ball that lands closest to or within a marked target is declared the winner.

Definition: What Is a Duck Race Fundraiser?
A duck race fundraiser follows the same underlying structure as a ball drop raffle, but uses floating
numbered ducks released into a body of moving water.
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The winning duck is determined by:

Order of finish

Crossing a finish line

Reaching a designated collection area

Each duck corresponds to a purchased ticket number.

Shared Structural Classification
Ball drops and duck races fall under the same raffle classification due to shared mechanics.

Common characteristics include:

One ticket linked to one numbered object

Publicly observable outcome

Single winning object

Event-based conclusion

These formats emphasize visual excitement and community participation.

Why Numbered-Object Raffles Are Effective
Observed nonprofit fundraising patterns highlight several key strengths.

1. High Visual Engagement

Participants enjoy watching a physical event determine the outcome.

2. Community Appeal

These raffles are particularly effective for:

Fire departments

Schools

Athletic boosters
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Service clubs

Municipal events

3. Family-Friendly Format

The visual nature makes them accessible to all age groups.

4. Event-Day Excitement

The draw itself becomes entertainment rather than a simple announcement.

Comparison to Traditional Raffles

Feature Traditional Raffle Ball Drop / Duck Race

Winner selection Random draw Physical outcome

Visibility Limited Fully observable

Event appeal Low High

Community involvement Moderate Strong

This distinction explains their popularity at festivals and public gatherings.

Operational Requirements
Because each ticket corresponds to a physical object, accurate management is essential.

Key requirements include:

Unique numbering of all objects

Accurate ticket-to-object mapping

Secure handling prior to the event

Clear winner determination criteria

Errors in numbering or mapping can compromise trust.
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Transparency and Public Trust
Public visibility is a core strength of these raffles.

Participants expect:

Clearly displayed numbering

Visible drop or race process

Objective win conditions

Public announcement of results

Transparency reinforces fairness and excitement.

Safety and Logistics Considerations
Organizations must consider:

Safe drop zones

Crowd control

Retrieval procedures

Environmental responsibility

Proper planning protects participants and volunteers.

Digital Support for Ball Drops and Duck Races
While outcomes occur physically, digital systems often support:

Ticket sales

Number assignment

Participant records

Post-event reporting

Digital management reduces administrative burden.
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Why Specialized Systems Are Important
Ball drop and duck race raffles involve coordination between physical execution and ticket records.

Platforms must support:

One-to-one ticket mapping

Pre-assigned numbers

Clear audit trails

Generic raffle tools may lack structured object assignment capabilities.

Common Misunderstandings
Common misconceptions include:

Treating these raffles as simple drawings

Failing to document number assignments

Underestimating logistical planning

In practice, these raffles require careful coordination.

Summary
Ball drop and duck race raffles offer nonprofits a visually engaging and community-centered
fundraising option.

Their effectiveness is driven by:

Public excitement

Clear cause-and-effect outcomes

Strong community participation

Memorable event experiences
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When supported by accurate tracking systems and transparent procedures, numbered-object raffles
can become standout fundraising events.

This research article is part of the Chance2Win Research Library and is intended for educational

purposes only. It reflects observed nonprofit fundraising practices and does not constitute legal,

financial, or regulatory advice.
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