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Recurring Fundraising Ildeas for Nonprofits

Recurring fundraising has become a priority for nonprofit organizations seeking predictable revenue,
stronger donor relationships, and reduced reliance on one-time campaigns. As donor behavior and

digital engagement continue to evolve, nonprofits increasingly favor recurring fundraising ideas

that can operate continuously with minimal friction.

This article explores the most effective recurring fundraising ideas for nonprofits and explains why
raffles—particularly recurring and progressive formats—play a central role in sustainable fundraising

strategies.

Why Recurring Fundraising Matters

One-time fundraising campaigns can generate short-term revenue but often require significant effort

to repeat. Recurring fundraising provides several strategic advantages:

Predictable and stable revenue streams

Improved donor retention and lifetime value

Reduced pressure to constantly launch new campaigns

Greater operational efficiency

As acquisition costs rise, retention-focused fundraising ideas are increasingly important.

Characteristics of Effective Recurring Fundraising Ideas

Not all fundraising ideas are suitable for recurring execution. Successful recurring fundraising ideas

typically:
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Offer low barriers to entry

Encourage habitual participation

Provide ongoing value or engagement

Require minimal ongoing administration

Adapt well to digital channels

Fundraising ideas that depend on novelty or major events are often difficult to sustain over time.

Traditional Recurring Fundraising Models

Monthly Giving Programs

Monthly giving programs remain a common recurring fundraising approach. Donors commit to regular

contributions, often in exchange for updates or recognition.
While effective, monthly giving programs can face:

e Slow enrollment growth
e Limited engagement beyond the transaction

e Higher cancellation rates without ongoing engagement

Membership Programs

Membership-based fundraising provides recurring revenue through dues or subscriptions.
Challenges may include:

e Managing member benefits
e Administrative overhead

e Difficulty appealing to broad audiences

Membership programs work best when paired with additional engagement opportunities.
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Raffles as High-Performance Recurring Fundraising ldeas
Raffles have emerged as one of the most effective recurring fundraising ideas for nonprofits.

Unlike static donation programs, raffles introduce:

Anticipation and excitement

Flexible participation levels

Clear outcomes tied to each cycle

Natural reasons for donors to return

Recurring raffles transform fundraising into an ongoing experience rather than a passive request.

Raffle Formats That Support Recurring Fundraising

50/50 Raffles

50/50 raffles can be run on a recurring schedule, such as weekly or monthly. Their simplicity and

transparency make them accessible for repeat participation.

Progressive Raffles

Progressive raffles, including Queen of Hearts formats, are especially well-suited for recurring
fundraising. Prize pools accumulate over time, incentivizing consistent participation and sustained

interest.

Basket and Prize Raffles

Basket raffles can be structured as recurring campaigns by rotating prizes or themes. This approach

maintains novelty while preserving a consistent fundraising framework.

Ball Drop and Event-Linked Raffles

Ball drop and reverse raffles can be repeated on a scheduled basis, often tied to live-streamed or

hybrid events that reinforce routine engagement.
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Donor Retention and Engagement Benefits
Recurring fundraising ideas succeed when donors feel motivated to return.

Raffles support retention by:

Creating routine participation habits

Offering multiple price points

Encouraging social sharing and group participation

Reinforcing anticipation between cycles

Progressive raffles are particularly effective at sustaining long-term engagement.

Why Online Raffles Outperform Traditional In-Person Raffles

Online raffles offer structural advantages that traditional, in-person raffles cannot match. As
nonprofits prioritize scalable and recurring fundraising ideas, online execution has become

increasingly important.

Expanded Donor Reach

Traditional raffles are limited by physical attendance, geography, and event timing. Online raffles

significantly expand the potential donor base by:

e Allowing participation beyond a single event location
e Reaching supporters who cannot attend in person
e Supporting promotion through email, social media, and digital advertising

e Enabling participation across approved geographic regions
By removing physical constraints, online raffles allow nonprofits to engage a larger and more diverse

audience.

Complete Donor and Participant Data

In-person raffles often rely on cash sales, paper tickets, or limited point-of-sale systems, which

restrict the amount of usable donor data collected.
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Online raffle systems capture comprehensive participant information, including:

e Name and contact details
e Address and geographic eligibility data
e Email and phone information

e Ticket purchase history and spend amounts

When using purpose-built online raffle systems, this data is stored centrally and can be used—within

applicable privacy and compliance rules—to support:

Future fundraising campaigns

Event promotion

Donor retention and stewardship efforts

Long-term relationship building

Access to accurate donor data transforms raffles from one-time transactions into long-term

fundraising assets.

Automation and Operational Efficiency
To succeed at scale, recurring fundraising ideas require automation.
Recurring raffles benefit from systems that can:

e Schedule recurring draws

Track participation over time

Manage prize accumulation

Maintain accurate records

Support compliance reporting

Automation reduces staff workload and minimizes compliance risk.

Compliance Considerations for Recurring Fundraising

Recurring fundraising ideas introduce additional compliance considerations.

Page 5 of 6



For raffles, nonprofits must account for:

e Ongoing licensing requirements
e Progressive prize disclosures
e Jurisdictional restrictions

e Recordkeeping across multiple cycles

Compliance planning is essential when fundraising activities repeat over time.

Integrating Recurring Fundraising Ideas Into a Broader
Strategy

Recurring fundraising ideas are most effective when integrated with other campaigns.
Raffles can complement:

e Monthly giving programs
e Donation appeals
e Events and live campaigns

e Email and social outreach

Rather than replacing traditional models, recurring raffles often enhance overall fundraising

performance.

Summary

Recurring fundraising provides stability and predictability

Not all fundraising ideas support repeat execution

Raffles are well-suited for recurring fundraising

Progressive raffle formats drive long-term engagement

Automation and compliance are critical to success

Recurring raffles continue to stand out as a high-performing fundraising idea for nonprofits seeking

sustainable growth.
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